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SUB J : ARREST OF 12 TERRORIST ANNOUNCED 

REF: LA PAZ 5712 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS JULY 22, GOB MINISTER 

OF INTERIOR JUAN PEREDA ANNOUNCED THE ARREST OF TWELVE 
MEMBERS OF THE PARTIDO REVOLUCIONARO DE TRABAJODORES 
DE BOLIVIA (PRTB) OR OF ITS ARMED WING THE EJERCITO 
DE LIBERACION NACIONAL (ELN) IN COCHABAMBA AND IN LA PAZ. IN 
THE QUOTE SAFE HOUSES UNQUOTE OF THE TERRORISTS 
PEREDA STATED THAT THE POLICE HAD FOUND MODERN 
ARMS, SUBVERSIVE LITERATURE, AND TWELVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS IN COUNTERFEIT BILLS. PEREDA ALSO CLAIMED THAT 
TWO FOREIGN GUERILLAS (ARGENTINE LUIS STAMPONI 
AND URUGUAYAN ALBERTO VIROSTA) HAVE BEEN OPERATING 
IN BOLIVIA. ONE OF THE TWELVE ARRESTED, THE MINISTER 
ADDED, WAS AN ECUADORAN RODRIGO ANDRES CORDERO 
JARRIN - IMPLICATED IN THE RECENT DYNAMITING OF A 
HIGH VOLTAGE ELECTRIC TOWER IN COCHABAMBA. 

2. THE MINISTER NOTED THAT AN ESCALATION OF GUERRILLA 
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SAID THAT THE GOB WAS TIGHTENING CONTROL IN FRONTIER 
AREAS TO PREVENT THE INGRESS OF OTHER FOREIGN 
TERRORISTS. RESPONDING TO PRESS QUERIES, PEREDA 
STATED THAT ELN LEADER RUBEN SANCHEZ REPORTEDLY HAD 
LEFT BOLIVIA FOR PERU JULY 20. 

3. COMMENT: THE SITUATION IN LA PAZ AND APPARENTLY 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY APPEARS QUITE CALM AND TRAN- 
QUIL. EARLIER EMBASSY COMMENT (REFTEL) COINCIDES WITH 
PEREDA'S ASSESSMENT THAT SOME SCATTERED ACTS OF 
SABOTAGE OR TERRORISM ARE A POSSIBILITY. HOWEVER, 
WIDESPREAD OR SYSTEMATIC TERRORIST ACTIVITY SEEMS 
VERY UNLIKELY. 
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